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How it Works: The Old Testament readings are placed as chronologically as possible (even the Psalms are read where they belong in Israel's history when
feasible, and this is why some prophets -- notably Jeremiah -- appear to be "out of order"). The only exception is Job, probably the oldest book in the Bible, but
placed at the Schedule's end because it is hard to fit elsewhere. The New Testament readings space the Gospels out throughout the year to keep the reader
constantly coming back to the life and teachings of Jesus. Always do the reading in the order it appears on the Schedule. For example, if a reading from
Chronicles appears before Kings, read from Chronicles first.
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0.T. BOOK #11 AUTHOR: UNKNOWN WRITTEN: 550 BC

however, the stories were written or put
together in Babylon, during the Great Exile

Covering the time period of 975-850 BC

Old Testament: 39 Books New Testament: 27 Books

CLAIMS TO FAME: contains the stories of the prophet Elijah, one of the most important
prophets, who appeared at the Transfiguration with Jesus and Moses in Matthew 17.

MOST FAMOUS VERSES:

® Solomon decides which woman is the real And observe what the LORD your God requires:
mother of the baby. Walk in obedience to him, and keep his decrees and
® : commands, his laws and regulations, as written in
. ﬁ‘é?go;:mn ?u:ld{ﬁﬁt?ﬁ;‘mﬂplg.t A d the Law of Moses. Do this so that you may prosper
Be;l’?i ng“gg;‘;huﬂﬁm‘é?& fhcﬁrﬁ Aty se go in all you do and wherever you go. I Kings 2:3
43 o b o ']

Now Elijah the Tishbite, from Tishbe in Gilead, said
to Ahab, "As the LORD, the God of israel, lives,
whom | serve, there will be neither dew nor rain in

the next few years except at my word.” ¥ Kings 17:7

Important Points about the Book:

® 1 Kings continues the stories that began in 1 Samuel and continued in 2 Samuel. 1Kings covers the reign
of David’s son, King Solomon, known as the wisest and wealthiest man alive.

The death of King Solomon occurs in Chapter 11
In Chapter 12, Solomon’s son Rehoboam causes an uproar when he increases taxes instead of decreasing
them, according to the request of the people via the elders. The kingdom splits into two and remains
two kingdoms until the Babylonian invasion and exile, beginning in 586 BC

® The story of Elijah and the prophets of Baal is in 1 Kings 18. However most of 1 Kings after the split in the
kingdom are snippets of each of the kings. They include the kings of Israel and the kings of Judah. Each
snippet says whether that king did good or evil in the eyes of the Lord. Most did evil!
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1& 2 KINGS

First Kings continues the stories of Samuel 1 and 2. First Kings covers the reign of David’s son, King
Solomon, known as the wisest and wealthiest man alive. It contains the stories of the important prophet
Elijah, who appeared at the Transfiguration with Jesus 800 years later. Second Kings covers the reigns of
many kings of Israel and Judah, good and evil. It ends with the Babylonian invasion of Judah and the end of

the line of kings.

Solomon had more wisdom than people from the east or
from this country. (1 Kings 4:30)

. This prophet asked God to light a fire on a totally drenched
altar. (1 Kings 18:36-37)

. This is what the evil King Ahab called Elijah, just before Elijah

performed a great miracle and called off a three-year famine
and drought. (7 Kings 18:16-18)

. This place is where the prophet Elijah asked God to perform
the miracle of lighting the drenched altar. (7 Kings 18:19)

. This is the place where the prophet Elijah killed hundreds of
false prophets of Baal. (7 Kings 18:40)

. This man is recorded as one of the worst kings of Israel

because he inspired almost all the kings that followed him to
worship idols. (7 Kings 13:33)

This evil mother destroyed her whole family so she could be
queen. (2 Kings 71:1-3)

. This evil king was one of two who sacrificed their children to
a false god. (2 Kings 16:1-4)

. This prophet watched his best friend be taken away before
dying. (2 Kings 2:11-12)

Choose from:
Ahaz Athaliah Egypt Elijah Elisha

Jeroboam

Kishon Valley Mount Carmel troubler of Israel
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0.T. BOOK #22 AUTHOR: SOLOMON WRITTEN: 940-931 BC

The book is meant to be enjoyed by romantic lovers of any era.

yyd Old Testament: 39 Books New Testament: 27 Books

CLAIMS TO FAME: Song of Solomon is considered the romantic book of the Bible for
people in love. It was written as one continuing poem.

MOST FAMOUS VERSES:

Strengthen me with raisins, refresh me with apples, for { am faint with love. Song of Solomon 2:5

Dark am |, yet lovely, daughters of Jerusalem, dark like the tents of Kedar, like the tent curtains of
Solomon. Song of Solomon 15

e Y e T R S e e T T e e S e T e e L R % D Y P |
Important Points about the Book:

@® We live in a world where sexual relations have often been spoken of as dangerous and sinful. Much of the
Bible speaks of the dangers of falling in love with the wrong person or becoming sexually engaged with
the wrong person. Stories from Samson and Delilah to the adulterous woman charged in front of Jesus
can be jarring in their warnings.

® Therefore, Solomon’s poetry helps to balance out with reminders that romantic passion is a great thing.
Solomon began the book with the two lovers in courtship. They express how much they longing for
affection and how they love each other. Eventually, they come together in marriage, the groom extolling
his bride’s beauty. Finally, she struggles with the idea of desertion, while the man promises always to be

faithful. All of this expresses the goodness of love and marriage.

® Some say the book also reflects the feelings of Christ and his love for his bride, which is the church.
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ECCLESIASTES & SONG OF SOLOMON

Ecclesiastes is the thoughts of King Solomon. It shows his great wisdom in essay format, as opposed to short
rhyming verses like the Proverbs. Solomon was wealthy, wise, and successful in all of his dealings, including
building the first temple for God. However, he shared an emptiness in Ecclesiastes that comes from not

conversing with God enough to have a strong relationship with him.

Song of Solomon is considered the romantic book of the Bible for people in love. It was written as one
continuing poem. Some say the book also reflects the feelings of Christ and his love for his bride, which is the

This most popular quote from Ecclesiastes declares that
there is a time for this. (Ecclesiastes 3:1)

. Solomon names this as the most important duty in life along

with keeping God’s commandments. (Ecclesiastes 12:13)

. This passage tells us why understanding history is so
important. It names something that does not exist under the
sun. (Ecclesiastes 1:9)

. It’s important to begin reflecting on God at this point in your
life to avoid problems later. (Eccl/esiastes 12:1)

. This passage emphasizes the importance of thinking things
through before responding. Waiting to speak until the end
of a matter is better than speaking here. (Ecclesiastes 7:8)

. “Faint with love” was first coined in this famous verse! In this

case, the person in love wanted to strengthen herself with
fruit: apples and these. (Song of Solomon 2:5)

Wise men were often compared to strong trees in Bible
times. The woman likened her lover to this sort of tree.
(Song of Solomon 2:3)

. Some people use this verse to infer that Solomon was black
or dark-skinned. It describes him using this adjective.
(Song of Solomon 1:5)

Choose from:

dark everything beginning anything new

beginning fear God raisins

apple

Q teach sunoay school 21




| CHRONICLES

AT-A-GLANCE

g——

p

i

0.T. BOOK #13 AUTHOR: UNKNOWN WRITTEN: 450 BC

though it may have been Ezra,
a scribe and scholar.

Covering the time period of 4000 BC to 975 BC

New Testament: 27 Books

@ God telis David not to build a temple for him because he had shed blood as a warrior.

MOST FAMOUS VERSES:

in another battle

vith the Philistines, Elhanan son of Jair killed Lahmi the brother of Goliath the Gittite, who had a
spear with a shaft | a weaver's rod. In still another battie, which took place at Gath, there was a huge man with six
fingers on each hand and six toes on each foot—twenty-four in all. He & was descended from Rapha. When he
taunted Israel, Jonathan son of Shimea, David's brother, killed him. 7 Chronicles 20:5-7

¥

David said to Solomon: "My son, | had it in my heart to build a house for the Name of the Lord my God. But this word
of the Lord came to me: You have shed much blood and have fought many wars. You are not to build a house for my
Name, because you have shed much blood on the earth in my sight. T Chronicles 22:7-8

IR e e el S T b i R g P o R ¥ B e T T R e Ay S R T T e e i S R |
Important Points about the Book:

@ Originally, the Chronicles were one combined book, not 1and 2 Chronicles. The purpose of it was to present an
entire history of israel. 1 Chronicles gives the history from Adam through King David.

® The book repeats some famous Bible stories from other books. It gives a different perspective at times, the same as
the gospels give different looks at the same stories. It also adds some detail not found in other books, including
more deaths of giants related to Goliath.

® There are many lists in Chronicles, including genealogies and laws.

® it ends with Chapter 28, David having given the job of building the temple from plans he created to his son Solomon,
soon to be King.
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0.T. BOOK #14 AUTHOR: UNKNOWN WRITTEN: AROUND 340 BC

though the scribe Ezra has been
cited as a possible candidate.

Covering the time period of 975 BC through 525 BC

New Testament: 27 Books

@ Solomon prays to God for wisdom instead If my people, who are called by my name, will humble
of long life, power, or money, so he is given themselves and pray and seek my'f md turn from their
all wi o ways, mwn Fwill hear from heaven, and | will forgive
! their sin and will heal their land. 2 Chronicles 7:14

@® The Gueen of Sheba visits Solomon. <,.}c:>d mw: \u ‘Jozomon c

.) w or ar, nor
e you f‘.mm not
n and knowledge to
| have made you king, 12
ge will be given ymu An {
ions and honor, such as no
had and none : »Hm you will

® King Cyrus of Persia rebuilds the temple
after releasing Israel from the Great Exile to
Babylon.

o
govern my peopie O\/M whom
therefore wisdom and knowled
will also give you wealth, po
mm} who was before you ever
have.” 2 Chronicles 1:11-12

e T e e e e S e e R e e T O e S ]
Important Points about the Book:

® 2 Chronicles starts with the famous story of Solomon asking for wiscdom, It continues with information and stories
about Solomon building the Temple through Chapter 8.

® The Queen of Sheba visits Solomon in Chapter 9.

@ 2 Chronicles covers the reigns of all the kings of israel and Judah after the split of the united kingdom of Kings Saul,
Dnvtd and Solomon.

® Like the Kings, this book gives little snippets about each king and notes whether they grieved or pleased the Lord.
(Only a handful, all from Judah, pleased the Lord.)

@® The closing chapter, 36, summarizes the 70 years of captivity in the Great Exile and also summarizes Cyrus, King of
Persia, releasing the Jews to go home and his funding of the rebuilding of the Temple.
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1 & 2 CHRONICLES

Originally, the Chronicles were one combined book, not 1and 2 Chronicles. The purpose of it was to present
an entire history of Israel, starting with Adam. First Chronicles gives the history from Adam through King
David. Second Chronicles covers the reign of King Solomon plus all the kings of Israel and Judah after the

split of the united kingdom. Like the Kings, 2 Chronicles gives little snippets about each king and notes
whether they grieved or pleased the Lord. (Only a handful, all from Judah, pleased the Lord.)

David shared with his son Solomon that he had been told
by God not to build the temple. The reason was that he had
done too much of this. (7 Chronicles 22:7-8)

. Goliath the giant was killed by David. Later another soldier
killed one of Goliath’s brothers. The soldier’s name was this.
(71 Chronicles 20:5).

. David’s older brother Jonathan killed another giant who had

one of the trademarks of giants, which was this.
(7 Chronicles 20:6-7)

. God’s first temple was eventually built by this king.
(2 Chronicles 3:1-2)

. In King Solomon’s famous prayer before becoming king, he
impressed God by asking for this, instead of riches, power, or
long life. (2 Chronicles 1:10)

. This queen, still famous today, went to visit Solomon during
his reign. (2 Chronicles 9:1-2)

This evil king sacrificed at least two of his children to false
gods and practiced witchcraft. (2 Chronicles 33:7-6)

. This king built up Israel’s security and destroyed false idols.
(2 Chronicles 17:1-6)

Choose from:

Elhanan Jehoshaphat Manasseh of Sheba
six fingers & toes Solomon wisdom

shed blood
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0.T. BOOK #20 AUTHOR: SOLOMON WRITTEN: 970-675 BC

is the primary author with others contributing

Like Psalms, Proverbs was written for all eras to enjoy and
was meant to be timeless.

New Testament: 27 Books

CLAIMS TO FAME: is called “the wisdom book,” and is searched as much today as ever for
wisdom and guidance in all sorts of dealings.

MOST FAMOUS VERSES:

frust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding. Proverbs 3:5

A wife of noble character who can find? She is worth far more than rubies. Proverbs Z1:10

Important Points about the Book:

@ Proverbsis known for its short instructions for living an effective life on earth. It contains no stories or
theology, as many other Old Testament books do. It simply states wisdom for all to enjoy and use.

Two strong principles emphasized in Proverbs include listening to those who have gone before us, such

® 5 parents, teachers, and older people in general. The other principle is having humility. We are
encouraged not to speak rashly or without seeing the consequences of our acting arrogant.
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PROVERBS

Proverbs is called “the wisdom book.” It is searched as much today as ever for wisdom and guidance in all
sorts of dealings. Proverbs is known for its short instructions for living an effective life on earth. It contains no
stories or theology as many other Old Testament books do. It simply states wisdom for all to enjoy and use.

1. The most quoted Proverb of this decade contains instructions
for us to trust in the Lord and not to rely on this solely.
(Proverbs 3:5)

2. This feeling toward God is the beginning of true knowledge.
(Proverbs 1:7)

3. Everything you do flows from this part of you, so guard it.
(Proverbs 4:23)

4. This Proverb compares friends to this type of substance.
(Proverbs 27:17)

5. Pride is generally followed by this, so don’t be haughty.
(Proverbs 16:18)

6. This Proverb states that a certain response to anger can stop
a fight. (Proverbs 15:1)

7. We are supposed to honor the Lord with this, also known in
Bible times as “the first fruits of all your crops.”
(Proverbs 3:9)

8. The tongue has the power of these two things, so don’t speak
foolishly. (Proverbs 18:21)

Choose from:
destruction fear gentle answer heart iron
life and death  understanding wealth
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0.T. BOOK #19 AUTHOR: MANY: WRITTEN: 1400-450 BC

King David was the strongest contributor.

Psalms is written for all eras to enjoy and was meant to be timeless.

Old Testament: 39 Books New Testament: 27 Books

CLAIMS TO FAME: of the 150 Psalms, over half were written by King David

MOST FAMOUS VERSES:

Yeah, though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death, | will fear no evil: for thou art
with me. Psaim 23:4

Take delight in the LORD and he will give you the desires of your heart. Psalm 37:4

Important Points about the Book:

® Psalms are poetry, generally meant to be put to music, though the translations out of their original and
beautiful language often makes that hard today.

@ Individual psalms were written as early as Moses’ time, around 1450 BC. More were added through the
time of David and Solomon around 1000 BC. Additions continued after the Babylonian captivity around
500 BC. That means the writing spanned nearly 1,000 years.

® The Psalms have always been quite popular because they apply to every time and every person. Psalms
of sorrow, psalms of praise, prophetic psalms, and words of encouragement still make this one of the
most popular books in the Bible.
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