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How it Works: The Old Testament readings are placed as chronologically as possible (even the Psalms are read where they belong in Israel's history when
feasible, and this is why some prophets - notably Jeremiah -- appear to be "out of order"). The only exception is Job, probably the oldest book in the Bible, but
placed at the Schedule's end because it is hard to fit elsewhere. The New Testament readings space the Gospels out throughout the year to keep the reader
constantly coming back to the life and teachings of Jesus. Always do the reading in the order it appears on the Schedule. For example, if a reading from
Chronicles appears before Kings, read from Chronicles first.



| KINGS

AT-A-GLANCE
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0.T. BOOK #12 AUTHOR: UNKNOWN WRITTEN: 550 BC

however, the stories were written or put
together in Babylon, during the Great Exile

Covering the time period of 850-575 BC

Old Testament: 39 Books New Testament: 27 Books

CLAIMS TO FAME: contains the story of Elijah being taken alive up to heaven.

MOST FAMOUS VERSES:

The company of the prophets at Bethel came out to
Elisha and asked, "Do you know that the LORD is
going to take your master from you today?" "Yes, |

® Elijah is swept up to heaven.
® Elisha raises a boy from the dead.
®

Naaman is cured of leprosy by washing in dirty know,” Elisha replied... 2 Kings 2:3
water.

e Jerusalem is plundered by the Babylonians, Elijah answered the captain, "If { am a man of God,
and the Great Exile begins. may fire come down from heaven and consume you

and your fifty men!” Then fire fell from heaven and
consumed the captain and his men. 2 Kings 10
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Important Points about the Book:

® 2 Kings begins where 1 Kings leaves off.

® Chapters 2 through 7 cover the ministry of the prophet Elisha after Elijah is taken up to heaven.
Chapter 13 covers the death of Elisha,

® The book covers the reigns of many kings of israel and Judah, telling short stories about some of the

most notable, good and evil. It ends with Chapter 25 and the Babylonian invasion of Judah, when
Solomon’s temple was destroyed.
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1& 2 KINGS

First Kings continues the stories of Samuel 1 and 2. First Kings covers the reign of David’s son, King
Solomon, known as the wisest and wealthiest man alive. It contains the stories of the important prophet
Elijah, who appeared at the Transfiguration with Jesus 800 years later. Second Kings covers the reigns of
many kings of Israel and Judah, good and evil. It ends with the Babylonian invasion of Judah and the end of

the line of kings.

Solomon had more wisdom than people from the east or
from this country. (1 Kings 4:30)

. This prophet asked God to light a fire on a totally drenched
altar. (1 Kings 18:36-37)

. This is what the evil King Ahab called Elijah, just before Elijah

performed a great miracle and called off a three-year famine
and drought. (7 Kings 18:16-18)

. This place is where the prophet Elijah asked God to perform
the miracle of lighting the drenched altar. (7 Kings 18:719)

. This is the place where the prophet Elijah killed hundreds of
false prophets of Baal. (7 Kings 18:40)

. This man is recorded as one of the worst kings of Israel

because he inspired almost all the kings that followed him to
worship idols. (7 Kings 13:33)

This evil mother destroyed her whole family so she could be
queen. (2 Kings 11:1-3)

. This evil king was one of two who sacrificed their children to
a false god. (2 Kings 16:7-4)

. This prophet watched his best friend be taken away before
dying. (2 Kings 2:11-12)

Choose from:
Ahaz Athaliah Egypt Elijah Elisha

Jeroboam

Kishon Valley Mount Carmel troubler of Israel
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0.T. BOOK #14

AUTHOR: UNKNOWN

L —

WRITTEN: AROUND 340 BC

though the scribe Ezra has been
cited as a possible candidate.

Old Testament: 39 Books

B &
e

Covering the time period of 975 BC through 525 BC

New Testament: 27 Books

CLAIMS TO FAME: contains the history of King Solomon finishing the temple.

@ Solomon prays to God for wisdom instead
of long life, power, or money, so he is given
all.

® The Queen of Sheba visits Solomon.

® King Cyrus of Persia rebuilds the temple
after releasing Israel from the Great Exite to
Babylon.

MOST FAMOUS VERSES:

If my people, who are called by my name, will humble
themselves and pray and seek my fa and turn from their
wich ways, then | will | from he ,and | will forgive
their sin and will heal their land. 2 Chronicles 7:14

=

id to Solomon, “Since this is yvour heart’s
ave not asked for wealth, po sions or
the death of your enemies, and > you he
asked for a long life but for wisdom « nowle
govern my pe ave made you k
therefore wi e will be given you
will also give you wealth, possessions and honor, su
king who was before you ever had and none af
have.” 2 Chronicles 1:T1-12
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Important Points about the Book:

2 Chronicles starts with the famous story of Solomon asking for wisdom. It continues with information and stories

about Solomon building the Temple through Chapter 8.

The Queen of Sheba visits Solomon in Chapter 9.

2 Chronicles covers the reigns of all the kings of Israel and Judah after the split of the united kingdom of Kings Saul,

avid, and Solomon.

Like the Kings, this book gives little snippets about each king and notes whether they grieved or pleased the Lord.

(Only a handful, all from Judah, pleased the Lord.)

The closing chapter, 36, summarizes the 70 years of captivity in the Great Exile and also summarizes Cyrus, King of
Persia, releasing the Jews to go home and his funding of the rebuilding of the Temple.
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1 & 2 CHRONICLES

Originally, the Chronicles were one combined book, not 1and 2 Chronicles. The purpose of it was to present
an entire history of Israel, starting with Adam. First Chronicles gives the history from Adam through King
David. Second Chronicles covers the reign of King Solomon plus all the kings of Israel and Judah after the

split of the united kingdom. Like the Kings, 2 Chronicles gives little snippets about each king and notes
whether they grieved or pleased the Lord. (Only a handful, all from Judah, pleased the Lord.)

David shared with his son Solomon that he had been told
by God not to build the temple. The reason was that he had
done too much of this. (7 Chronicles 22:7-8)

. Goliath the giant was killed by David. Later another soldier
killed one of Goliath’s brothers. The soldier’s name was this.
(1 Chronicles 20:5).

. David’s older brother Jonathan killed another giant who had

one of the trademarks of giants, which was this.
(71 Chronicles 20:6-7)

. God’s first temple was eventually built by this king.
(2 Chronicles 3:1-2)

. In King Solomon’s famous prayer before becoming king, he
impressed God by asking for this, instead of riches, power, or
long life. (2 Chronicles 1:10)

. This queen, still famous today, went to visit Solomon during
his reign. (2 Chronicles 9:7-2)

This evil king sacrificed at least two of his children to false
gods and practiced witchcraft. (2 Chronicles 33:7-6)

. This king built up Israel’s security and destroyed false idols.
(2 Chronicles 17:1-6)

Choose from:

Elhanan Jehoshaphat Manasseh  of Sheba

six fingers & toes Solomon wisdom

shed blood
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AMOS

AT-A-GLANCE
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0.T. BOOK #30 AUTHOR: THE PROPHET AMOS WRITTEN: 750 BC
Prophecies Come True in this Time Period: 722 BC -516 BC

Old Testament: 39 Books New Testament: 27 Books

CLAIMS TO FAME: Amos was a shepherd and not from a family of trained priests

or prophets.

MOST FAMOUS VERSES:

Surely the Sovereign LORD does nothing without
revealing his plan to his servants the prophets.

® No stories are included in Amos, only
firm judgments. Amos 37

"I hate, | despise your religious festivals: | cannot
stand vour assemblies.” Amos 5:27

Important Points about the Book:

® Amos was a shepherd. He lived with a group of shepherds in Tekoa, a small town 10 miles south of
Jerusalem.

® Amos prophesied about 760 BC. Uzziah was king of Judah, and Jeroboam Il was King of Israel. He was
born in Judah but mm:)hm;ec:i in israel. He predicted the avmthmw of the Kingdom of Israel by the
Assyrians, which happened in 722 BC.

® He also predicted the doom of Judah and the doom of many surrounding nations. He had a short
ministry, though his book contains nine chapters.
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MINOR PROPHETS HOSEA, AMOS & MICAH

Hosea, Amos, and Micah had in common that they prophesied about the two invasions coming—one on
Israel and one on Judah. Each prophesied around 20 years apart, between 775 and 725 BC. The Assyrian
invasion of Israel was coming fast. The Babylonian invasion of Judah was 200 years off. They also are not in
chronological order. In this second group, Hosea’s order is #1 Minor Prophet in the Bible. Amos is #3. Micah

is #6.

God told Hosea to do this thing, which reminded God of his
relationship to Israel. (Hosea 7:2)

. God says men are destroyed for lack of this. (Hosea 4.6)

. Hosea also prophesied about the times of Christ. This famous
verse in Hosea predicts Joseph and Mary taking Jesus to
this country to escape King Herod’s attempts to murder the
Messiah. (Hosea 71:7)

. We can have faith in God’s direction, thanks to this promise.
It states that God never does anything without also doing
this. (Amos 3:7)

. When Amos prophesied the rebuilding of Jerusalem after
the Babylonian invasion, he referred to the city by this name.
(Amos 9:71)

. Like Hosea, Micah prophesied about the times of Christ. He
made the famous prophecy about Jesus’ birth by naming this
place. (Micah 5:2)

Micah accurately predicted the destruction of this city, which
happened around 120 years later. (Micah 3:12)

Choose from:
Bethlehem  David’s fallen shelter Egypt

Jerusalem

knowledge marry an adulterous woman revealing it to his prophetslem
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HOSEA

AT-A-GLANCE
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0.T. BOOK #28 AUTHOR: THE PROPHET HOSEA  WRITTEN: 750-710 BC
Prophecies Come True in this Time Period: 750 BC- 6 BC

RN TN,

Old Testament: 39 Books

New Testament: 27 Books

CLAIMS TO FAME: God told Hosea to marry a woman who would never be faithful,
because the marriage is like God and Israel.

MOST FAMOUS VERSES:

"When Israel was a child, | loved him, and out of

® Hoseais told to marry a woman who Egypt | called my son.” MHosea 11:7

would not be faithful to represent Israel

and its behavior toward God. My people are destroyed from lack of knowledge.
"Because you have refected knowledge, | also reject
you as my priests; because you have ignored the
taw of your God, | also will ignore your children.”
Hosea 4:6

_
Important Points about the Book:

® Hosea directed his early prophecies to Jeroboam lI, the 13th king of the Northern Kingdom around 750 BC. Israel
was full of idolatry. God planned to allow Assyria to invade if people didn’t repent. They didr’t.

® He prophesied at the same time as Isaiah and about 10 years after Jonah was swallowed by the great fish and told to
prophesy to Nineveh.

® Hosea obeyed God and married a woman who would not be faithful to him. He thus was able to prophesy with great
passion about how God felt about all Israel’s unfaithfulness.

® The book contains warnings of the coming Assyrian invasion on the Northern Kingdom and the Babylonian invasion
of the Southern Kingdom. The northern invasion was right around the corner, occurring in 722 BC. The invasion of
the Southern Kingdom by the Babylenians, would happen 150 years later. Nobody listened to Hosea.

® This book contains the famous prophecy about Jesus living for a while in Egypt as a child (see Hosea 1111 above). His
parents took him there when Joseph was toild in a dream that King Herod was trying to kill the young Messiah. They
returned from Egypt upon Herod’s death, as noted in Matthew 2:15,
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ISAIAR

AT-A-GLANCE

74

0.T. BOOK #23 AUTHOR: THE PROPHET ISAIAH ~ WRITTEN: 700-680 BC

Prophecies Come True in this Time Period: 700 BC - 25 AD

Old Testament: 39 Books New Testament: 27 Books

CLAIMS TO FAME: This prophet is said to have written the most prophesies about the
: coming of Jesus.

MOST FAMOUS VERSES:

isaiah contains no stories. Mowever, it is loaded with prophecy For to us a child is born, to us a son is given,
that closely matches the life of Jesus, and it has been used as a - ; : SV T Ty .
source of proof. Here are some prophecies it contains: and the government will be on his shoulders.
, L ) And he will be called Wonderful Counselor,
¢ “!;hmwagr;oéx.gcgmant of Christ’s coming Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of
(Isaiah 40:3-5) Peace. Isaiah 9:6

& The virgin birth (7:14)

Christ proclaiming the good news (611 ; ¢ B e
: Chx;;t’ﬁm;imw:m g SR &%miﬁm . Therefore the Lord himself will give you a

(52:13-53:12) sign: The virgin will conceive and give birth to
® The second coming of Christ (60:2-3) a son, and will call him Immanuel. Isafah 7:14

e SR R B el e e e s s I g B e T N i T o Ve it S B o S, e O o I v s e T e Y SR
Important Points about the Book:

® isaiah prophesied under the reign of four Judean kings: Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah. He most
likely met his death under a fifth, the evil King Manasseh. Many scholars believe the prophet referred to
in Hebrews 11:37 is Isaiah. [t says that one of the prophets was sawn in two.

® Early chapters give detailed jg.zd%memts; against the people who have turned their backs on the Lord.
Later chapters show God’s faithfulness, even though mankind is stubborn and sinful.

® Unlike some of the other prophets, isaiah does not prophesy about our times or the end times. He

focuses much on the people of his day (who were about to be exiled if they didn’t straighten out, and on
the times of Christ,
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ISAIAH

The Prophet Isaiah is said to have written the most prophesies about the coming of Jesus. Early chapters
give detailed judgments against the people who turn their backs on the Lord. Later chapters show God’s

faithfulness, even though mankind is stubborn and sinful.

This famous announcement of Christ’s coming features a line
used frequently by John the Baptist over 600 years later. It
says to prepare this. (/saiah 40:3-5)

. This famous prophesy reveals that Jesus will be born of this
type of woman. (/saiah 7:14)

. Here is a prophecy Jesus recited near the start of his ministry.
It says he has come to proclaim this. (/sajah 67:1)

. Christ’s death as a sin sacrifice is predicted in this verse. It
also predicts that he would suffer this. (/saiah 52:14)

. There was an eclipse during the crucifixion of Christ. This

verse predicts it, saying that a certain condition would fall
across the earth, which is this. (/saiah 60:2)

. This famous verse predicts that eventually, Christ would be
responsible for the government. It speaks of him by many
names, including this. (/saiah 9:6)

Isaiah 40:31 is often referenced by people who have become
very tired in a trial. It says that if you wait on the Lord, you
will mount up with wings like this bird’s. (/saiah 40:31)

. This entire chapter of Isaiah makes strong references to the
crucifixion. One verse states that by his wounds, we come
into this state (/sajah 53.5).

Choose from:

darkness disfiguration eagles good news

healed the way of the Lord virgin wonderful counselor
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0.T. BOOK #33 AUTHOR: THE PROPHET MICAH ~ WRITTEN: 735-710 BC

Prophecies Come True in this Time Period: 722 BC - Future

Old Testament: 39 Books New Testament: 27 Books

CLAIMS TO FAME: contains the famous scripture about the birth of Christ in Bethlehem.

A R
+ " A B .

MOST FAMOUS VERSES:

"But you, Bethiehem Ephrathah, though you are
small among the clans of Judah, out of you will
come for me one who will be ruler over Israel,
whose origins are from of old, from ancient times.”
Micah §:2

® No stories are included in this book of
prophecy

He has shown all you people what is good. And
what does the LORD require of you? To act justly
and to love mercy and to watk humbly with your
God. Micah 6:8

Important Points about the Book:

® Micah prophesied at the same time as Isaiah and Hosea. He prophesied during the tragic and historic yvears
surrounding the Assyrian invasion of the Northern Kingdom. Micah predicted the event in Micah 1:86, and it came to
pass between 10 and 15 years later, in 722 BC,

® Mical’'s earlier prophecies concern judgment on the kingdoms of Israel and Judah for idolatry. His later prophecies
concern the future kingdom that Jesus spoke of.
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POALMS

AT-A-GLANCE
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0.T. BOOK #19 AUTHOR: MANY: WRITTEN: 1400-450 BC

King David was the strongest contributor.

Psalms is written for all eras to enjoy and was meant to be timeless.

Old Testament: 39 Books New Testament: 27 Books

CLAIMS TO FAME: of the 150 Psalms, over half were written by King David

MOST FAMOUS VERSES:

Yeah, though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death, | will fear no evil: for thou art
with me. Psalm 23:4

Take delight in the LORD and he will give you the desires of your heart. Psalm 37:4

Important Points about the Book:

® Psalms are poetry, generally meant to be put to music, though the translations out of their original and
beautiful language often makes that hard today.

® Individual psalms were written as early as Moses’ time, around 1450 BC. More were added through the
time of David and Solomon around 1000 BC. Additions continued after the Babylonian captivity around
500 BC. That means the writing spanned nearly 1,000 years.

® The Psalms have always been quite popular because they apply to every time and every person. Psalms
of sorrow, psalms of praise, prophetic psalms, and words of encouragement still make this one of the
most popular books in the Bible.

C‘\ teach susvvay sosom 26



PSALMS

Of the 150 Psalms, over half were written by King David. Individual psalms were written as early as Moses'’
time, around 1450 BC. More were added through the time of David and Solomon around 1000 BC. Additions
continued after the Babylonian captivity around 500 BC. That means the writing spanned nearly 1,000 years.

They have always been quite popular because they apply to every time and every person.

1. The current most popular Psalm in the Bible speaks of God’s
word being this. (Psa/m 719:105)

2. To refute skeptics who say they’ve never seen God, people
read this Psalm verse, which says God is evident in this
beautiful sight. (Psa/m 79:7)

3. This very first verse of the Psalms declares that we are
blessed if we don’t walk in step with the wicked, or stand
in the way that sinners take, or sit in the company of these
types of people. (Psa/m 1:1)

4. This Psalm is often used in defense of a pro-life political
stance. It states that God has known you since you were in
this. (Psa/lm 139:13)

5. This Psalm declares that if you delight yourself in God, he
will give you desires that exist here (Psa/im 37:4)

6. People often refer to this Psalm when they have to wait for
things and become impatient. It tells you to do this, while
knowing God is at work. (Psa/m 46:10)

7. Written by King David, this most famous Psalm features
the lines, “the Lord is my shepherd, | shall not...” Finish this
famous line. (Psa/m 23:1)

8. People recite this Psalm by King David when they have done
‘ something for which they feel a lot of guilt. It encourages
God to create this in us. (Psa/m 57:10)

Choose from:
be still heart lamp mockers  pure heart
sky want womb
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MAT THEW

AT-A-GLANCE
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N.T. BOOK #1 AUTHOR: MATTHEW THE APOSTLE ~ WRITTEN: 50-60 AD

WW

Covering this time period: 7 BC to 26 AD

Old Testament: 39 Books

MOST FAMOUS VERSES:

“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened,

¢ The visit of the Magi to the baby Jesus and | will give you rest.” Matthew 11:28

Herod’s slaughter of the infants, and
“ o o 3 - o H - bt H 4 o =%
gﬁxﬁé&ﬁmnm fiesing with him to Egypt “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations,
@ ; T baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the
* %’ﬁ ?«,?; gﬁ?&&ﬁgij&’zﬁ quv:é!é t(}gx? g;}wéﬁig Son and of the Holy Spirit.” Matthew 28:19
rock...) ‘
® Jesus pays tax by his disciples finding a
fish with a coin in its mouth.
® The story of Judas’ suicide
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Important Points about the Book:

® Matthew was writing to Jews as opposed to Gentiles, which is why his gospel often quotes the Old
Testament to show how prophecy was fulfilled. The other gospels don’t do that.

® The book contains a genealogy that dates back to Abraham. It differs from a genealogy in early Luke.
Some say that is because one is a list of legal parentage and the other is a bloodline. Because women
died in childbirth often and men had come to have less longevity, often there were remarriages and
adoptions. The list in Matthew contained names of legal parents, or those who were the parents at the
time a person came of age.

® The book is also famous for containing the Great Commission, listed above in Matthew 28:19.
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LEARNING
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MATTHEW

Matthew is the first gospel and was written by Jesus' apostle by that name. It was written around 60
AD. Matthew was writing to Jews as opposed to gentiles, which is why his gospel often quotes the

Old Testament to show how prophecy was fulfilled. The other gospels aren’t as much about that.

In this famous passage, Jesus brings hope to all by
promising to be with us always, even until the end of this.
(Matthew 28:20)

. In this beloved passage known as the Great Commission,
Jesus says to make this of the people in all nations.
(Matthew 28:19)

. Matthew had this occupation before becoming an apostle,
and probably was a ruthless person prior to his salvation.
(Matthew 9:9)

. The verse attests that following Christ makes life easier
and more joyful, though sometimes it feels like the
opposite. Jesus offers this to the weary and heavy-laden.
(Matthew 11:28)

. Jesus called Peter a strange term when they first talked
about the church. It implied that Peter would always be
known as the apostle who started the church. This is the
word Jesus used. (Matthew 16:18)

. Jesus says he came to fulfill the law and as well as the
words given by these special people. (Matthew 5:17)

Jesus called this the greatest commandment.
(Matthew 22:37)

Choose from:
Disciples Love God Prophets Rest Rock

Tax collector

The Age
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| CORINTHIANS

AT-A-GLANCE

e

WRITTEN: b5 AD

Old Testament: 39 Books New Testament: 27 Books

CLAIMS TO FAME: contains the famous chapter about “love,” which is included at nearly
every Christian wedding. It is 1 Corinthians 13.

MOST FAMOUS VERSES:

® Paul heard there was quarrelling in the Love is patient, love is kind. 1t does not envy, it does
church, He was disappointed. He had spent not boast, it is not proud... T Corinthians 13:4
18 months with the Corinthian Christians
and they had been doing well. He wanted So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it
to help them solve their quarreling. all for the glory of God. T Covinthians 10:37

Important Points about the Book:
@ in Chapters 1-4 Paul talks about the quarrels he's heard about and offers advice.

@ In Chapters 5-11 Paul exposes sins he’s heard are already infesting the church. They had to do with
sexual immorality, filing lawsuits against each other, and other things.

® in Chapters 12-15, he helps them understand difficult doctrines such as what speaking in tongues means.

@ In Chapters 1516, he preaches the pure gospel again and encourages these believers to hold fast to
what is good.
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1& 2 CORINTHIANS

Paul wrote 1 Corinthians to address bad behavior and quarreling in the church. He wanted to teach
them about discipleship and send them instructions for living according the Christ’s example.

Second Corinthians is actually the fourth letter Paul had written to this feisty group of believers. Two
of the letters were lost in history. After three bad reports of their behavior, Paul finally got a good
one. He wrote 2 Corinthians to encourage them on their journey toward the kingdom of God.

The books were written about a year apart, possibly 55 and 56 AD.

We should not be deceived and think that wrongdoers will
inherit this. (7 Corinthians 6:9)

Love is patient, love is kind. Love does not envy or do this.
(1 Corinthians 13:4)

. Our bodies are to be like this for the Holy Spirit.

(7 Corinthians 6:19)

. All people experience temptation. However, God will never
let us be tempted beyond this. (7 Corinthians 10:13)

. We should not allow unbelievers to hold us back in our

faith. But we can be held back if we get in this situation
with them. (2 Corinthians 6:14)

. Jesus gave up all his riches and became poor so that we
might receive this blessing. (2 Corinthians 8:9)

We should not do good while rolling our eyes or having
a bad attitude. Rather we should give in this way.
(2 Corinthians 9:6)

Choose from:
Become spiritually rich  Generously Boast Living sacrifices .
What we can bear Unequally yoked Kingdom of God

Q teach sunoay school 12




BOOKS or THe BIBLI

OLD TESTAMENT

PENTATEUCH

HISTORY

POETRY

MAJOR
PROPHETS

MINOR
PROPHETS

_a

nm,._._.

(COLOSSIANS gng a§

Paul

- NEW TESTAMENT

no ﬁo Qm %ﬂ ....r

-gq—&)zm Mga.z:ﬁm §§m ,

.;.: .:fi w_

Paul

@ .nmmn—._ SUNDAY SCHOOL

S$134S0D

SYILLTT v
SANVd e

S¥3LL3T
IVY3INID

ADFHJOYd





